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Earl’s Corner

Last month we focused on the establishment of Student
Committees. As promised, this month I am offering, for
some, a new perspective on one of the basic goals within
Make Your Day.

When we initiated points, in the early days of Make Your
Day, the objective in my classroom was to use these
points to earn your way out. Doing what’s expected, the
best you can hasn’t changed throughout the years. But
several years ago, a middle-school student came to me
and asked me if we could design a slip that was titled, "I
Made My Day, But I Made It Dishonestly.” Her school had
tied a tangible reward to Make Your Day. At the end of
each day, students had to decide whether to assess
themselves honestly or to lie in order to obtain the
reward.

This student brought to my attention what our true
objectives should be for our students who participate in
self-assessment. Most schools experience 90-95% of
their students reporting enough points to make their day.
After interviewing many students through the years, I
found that a large percentage of students who are making
their day are doing so dishonestly. Some have
experienced negative consequences or punishment at
home when they don’t make their day. This contributes to
their dilemma of choosing the truth or avoiding
punishment. Peer pressure, teacher pressure, and,
sometimes, a school’s over-emphasis on achieving this
success based on an arbitrary numerical system forces
students into the same dilemma.

Years later, we now have come to the realization that if
there is to be value in the earning of points then the
celebration should be (as a teacher in Clover Park School
District pointed out) of the process. Students who make
their day honestly and students who don’t make their day
based on taking an abundance of responsibility are both
deserving of celebration. We must be careful that we
don’t condone misrepresentation or the avoidance of truth
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by focusing too much attention on meeting the numerical
standard of Make Your Day.

We have a responsibility to educate our parent and
student community about the value of honesty and
integrity. Thus, it is important that our parent community
reinforce a student’s honesty when they don’t make their
day. The opportunity to provide remediation and counsel
should be encouraged when students bring home a
School-Home Communication for Make Your Day.

The objective of Make Your Day is not to make your day,
but instead to celebrate the process.

Next month, we will visit role-modeling and mentoring in
points and steps and the importance that teachers play in
that role.
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Using Points to Improve Student Learning
By Glenda Moss, Indian Bend Elementary School

Points can be used in a powerful way to cement concepts learned and to
build community. In my fourth grade classroom | started setting the
expectations for communicating points by saying something like: For this
point period, please state one math fact, or one question you know for
sure that you answered correctly, or state how you helped someone this
period, or how someone helped you. As students reflect upon, assess,
and celebrate their academic, social, and emotional behaviors for a 45
minute period, they hear each other's comments, also. This point
opportunity makes for a wonderful review of content material or focus on
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citizenship qualities that are expected and practiced in my classroom.

I hold my students accountable for the listening of the stated
expectations. When they do not state why they earned their points with
the expected reasons, | point this out during concerns. This activity
sharpens their listening skills, which is an Arizona Language Arts
Standard, by the way!

| am observing that my students academically are doing better and
socially are getting along with each other in very friendly ways. These
behaviors are becoming internalized and will then transfer into "meeting
and exceeding the Standards" citizens. And this is a VERY GOOD
THING!!!




